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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Theexciting year of the Centennial of the National
Wildlife Refugesishere. Celebrations are planned for the
entirerefuge system and Turnbull iswell into their plansfor
amemorableyear also. Our officia celebrationisplanned
for May 17", although the Time Capsulewill beburied on
March 14", theofficia datewhenthefirst refuge, Pelican
Island in Florida, wasestablished. Seeour Activities
Schedulefor moredetailsabout May 17" and don’t miss
the celebration. We plan to have aCentennia themefor al
our activitiesthisyear. We have devel oped anew T-shirt
with aCentennial logo that wasdesigned by Nicole
Bronson, who has beenworking inthe Environmental
Education program at therefuge. Wethink you will enjoy
thisdesign and it should be available by thetimewe open
the Store. Also, if you takethe Auto Tour Routeyou will
notice new Interpretive Panelsat the Blackhorse Lake
Boardwalk next timeyou areout there. Thisisnot the
interpretivetrail the Friendsgroup isdevel oping—that will
comelater.

Refuge Friends Conference

| attended the Second Annual Refuge Friends Confer-
enceon February 1% through the 3. We had excellent
workshopsabout growing your membership, fundraising,
etc. Guest speakersincluded Gale Norton, Secretary of
theInterior, who spoketo usat a7:30 am. breakfast
meeting! TheAssistant Secretary of theInterior for Fish,
Wildlifeand Parks, and the Director of theU.S. Fishand
Wildlife Servicea so addressed us, but at more reason-
able evening hours. President Bush sent aletter of support
whichwasread to us. Onthat Monday, weall went to
visit our respective Senators and Congressperson’sstaffs
to advisethem of the need for increased funding for the
Refuge System. At thetime of our visit, the FY 2003
Appropriations had not yet been passed, sowewere
unaware of theamount that Congresswould appropriate,

even though we had been promised anincrease. The

FY 03 Omnibus spending bill has now been passed and an
increasein thefunding for the operationsand maintenance
of the Refuge System has been approved intheamount of
$50.8 million. Although thissoundslikealot, the Refuge
Systemisoperating at adeficit of $2 billion. Wefed even
thisincrease wasdueto thefact that so many of uswere
thereto addressthe needs of therefugeswith our Sena-
torsand Congressional Representatives. For FY 2004,
we haveasked for anincrease of $100 millionto helpwith
thefunding backlog. Our ralying point was*“ $100 million
for the 100" birthday.”

Board Changes
Wearestill in need of another board member and if
youwould liketojointhe board, please contact one of us.
We are alwayslooking for replacementsfor those of us
who drop off fromtimetotime.

Bookstore
Weareopening the Storealittleearlier thisyear,
partly because of theweather being so mild. Weplanto
open March 15", Asstated above, wewill haveanew
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line of T-shirtsfor thisCentennial year only. Wehaveaso
ordered afew glassmugs etched with the same Centen-
nia designthat isonthewhite mugs, but thesewill bein
clear, green, and cobalt blueglassinalarger size. Weare
restocking the books and T-shirts so should havea
complete supply. We have d so added Sibley’sBirding
Basicsand Kaufman'snew Butterfliesof North America
Wewill dso order thenew 2003 International Migratory
Bird Day T-shirtssometimethisspring.

Renewal
We appreciatethat most of you have already sent inyour
renewals. Please don't forget to renew your memberships
for 2003. Werely alot on membershipsand donationsto
keep the EE program going. It isva uableto our commu-
nity and all our membersareval uableto us. Pleaserenew
if you haven’t aready—you cantell by thedate onyour
newdetter label.

Marian Frobe

Friends of Turnbull Online
Pleasevisit our new website at:

http:/Aww.tincan.org/ftnvwr/

Check the site periodically for activities updates and
announcements.If you have any questions or
comments regarding the website, please contact
Andy Buddington
(abuddington@scc.spokane.cc.wa.us).

FUNDING REQUEST

Wearein need of fundsto pay the start-up fees
for the Centennia T-shirt and the new Centennia mugs.
Wereceived amatching chalenge of $50.00. Through
thischallenge, wewere ableto order the T-shirtsand
haveraised $225.00 so far toward our costs of about
$1050.00 for both the new T-shirtsand the new Centen-
nial mugs. If you can add asmall amount to your renewal,
or match the $50.00 challenge, that would really help. If
we can have most of thefunding for theseitems donated,
wewill be ableto meet our obligationsto the Environ-
mental Education program without delay. Pleaseindicate
that your donation isto go toward the Centennia T-shirt
Fund and mail to our Post Office Box address:

Friendsof Turnbull NWR
PO. Box 294
Cheney, WA 99004

Thanksto all who are ableto participateinthefund drive.

For Newsletter information or news contributions, please
contact Joanne Powell at 456-7111 x 204 or email
powel | @snapwa.org

Friends of Turnbull N.W.R.

Board of Directors

President:
Vice President: Chuck Kerkering ... jkk2@cdc.gov
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Marian Frobe........ rrfrobe@msn.com

Robert Liepold...... rliepold@aol.com
Pam Dixson .......... pdixson@aol.com

Directors:

Eugene Kiver ...... froghollow@sisna.com
Vonice Parker .... depotsprings@netscape.net
John Phillps

Joanne Powell .... powell@snhapwa.org

Kevin Young ...... spokanekevin@hotmail.com
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Special Thanks

Wewishto thank thefollowing peoplewho either
renewed thisquarter at the patron level or who donated
morethantheir membership fee. Wetruly appreciate
your generousdonations.

Brian Donahue& Tracey McHenry
Andrew & TeresaBuddington
Bill & M’L ou Safranek

We have had donationsfrom several peopleto enableus
to order the Centennid T-shirts. Asthereisconsiderable
costinvolved in setting up anew design and ordering an
initial supply, wearelooking for fundsand wethank the
following peoplefor their contributiontowardsthisinitia
cost:

Nancy Curry
Pam Dixson
VoniceParker

Special thanksare also duethe musicianswho gavetheir
timeand talent for theWinter Festival. Their music
really added a bright spot to our weekend:

MichaelaAlden Dulaman
ConnieFletcher John James
Jadis Lyle Morse

LaddieRay Melvin

Wegreatly appreciateall of youwho donate or contrib-
utetheir timetoward our programs. | know we have
missed some people who should be acknowledged.
Please accept our apologies. If you haverenewed or
donated recently, we hopetolist youin the next news-
|etter.

Spring 2003

FOT Activities

APRIL 23. SpringWildflowers of the Turnbull
Region. Anillustrated presentation by Dr. Suzanne
Schwab Professor of Biology at Eastern Washington
University will be given at 7:00 p.m. in the Sasquatch
Room (Lair Building) at the Spokane Community
College campus. Help welcome spring to the Inland
Empire as Dr. Schwab shares with us the delightful
wildflowersthat are blooming or soon will be blooming
in our own backyard.

MAY 17. Centennial Celebration at Turnbull
headquarters. See details on Page 5

MAY 24. Wild Edibles of the Turnbull Area. Paul
Decker will provide a short presentation at 9:00 am. at
the Turnbull Environmental Center at Refuge Head-
quarters. A walk will follow where people can examine
and sample afew of the native edible plants that grow
in the Inland Northwest. To limit impact the classis
limited to the first 15 peopleto register. Call the Refuge
at 509-235-4723 to register for the class.

MAY 31. Walking Trip around the Pine Lakes
Area. Marian Frobe will lead awalking trip around the
Pine Lakes area to see the colorful ducks and the
returning songbirds. At thistime of the year the spring
flowers are blooming and the birds are singing and we
will have avery enjoyable walk. No experienceis
necessary in identifying birds—beginnersto experts are
al welcome to enjoy the day. Children are welcome.
We usually finish our walk by noon, but bring your
lunch in case you want to extend the day on your own
on the Auto Tour Route or another walk. Please call
Marian at at 328-0621 by May 29th for details of
where to meet and what to bring.

JUNE 14. Nature Photography Workshop. This
field workshop will be conducted by Chuck Kerkering,
awell-known Spokane nature photographer. Meet at
the environmental classroom at Refuge headquarters at
9:00 am. From there we will proceed to various
Refuge localities where we will explore different
aspects of nature photography including close-up,
landscape, and tel ephoto photography. Bring alunch
and your cameras and equipment. The workshop will
continue all day for those who wish to remain. People
at all levels of camera expertise are welcome. Please
register by June 11 by calling 354-8086. Participation is
limited to 25 people

For any activities held at Turnbull NWR: if you have special
needs, please contact Turnbull NWR at (509) 235-4723.



by Nancy Curry, Refuge Manager

In 2003 our visionfor Turnbull NWRisthat therefuge
will bekey to preserving the unique Channeled Scabland
habitat of Eastern Washington, with itsbroad diversity of
plantsand animals.

Theareawill serveasanimportant link inmigrations
for at least 139 speciesof birdsbut itsbest functionwill be
asaproduction areafor at least 100 bird species. Habitat
diversity will provideastable, productiveandflexible
resourceto ensurethenativefauna diversity of therefuge
ismaintained. Maintenance of bio-diversity will befurther
supported by the conservation of threatened and endan-
gered species. Partnershipswith neighbors, and other
agencieswill ensurethemaintenanceof biologicd effective
landscapelinkagesand corridors between therefugeand
other intact areas of vegetation zonesrepresentative of this
ecoregion. Effortswill be madeto conserveand restore
additional Channeled Scabland habitatsand wetlands.

Wetland habitatswill havealegally securewater
supply based on annua preci pitation and runoff. Quality
of water entering therefugewill be monitored and main-
tained at astandard suitablefor ensuring ecological
integrity. Water management facilitiesmakefor more
efficient use of water, bypassng highflows, maintaining
desired food and cover plants, and providing optimum
diversty.

Grasdand steppe habitatswill be healthy and diverse,
sustaining avariety of both migratory and resident birdsas
well asother indigenousplantsandwildlife. Hedthy
forested uplands managed by thereintroduction of firewill
provideanatura distribution and diversity of structura and
successiona stagesto benefit forest dependent wildlife.

Research and environmental education opportunities
will be provided. A visitor and education center will assist
withinterpreting theva uesof wildlandsand wildlifetothe
public. Visitorswill experiencethequiet solitudethat only
nature can provide. Opportunitiesfor outstanding aesthet-
ics, wildlife observation, and other compatible useswill be
provided.

Refuge volunteerswill support refuge public use
programs, refuge monitoring and research, and habitat
restoration. Partnershipswith Friendsof Turnbull NWR,
and other non-profit organizations, neighbors, other
federa, state and county agencieswill enhance opportuni-
tiestoredizerefuge goa sand objectives.

TheRefuge staff would liketoinviteyouto participate
inaspecid celebration.

Thismonth, on March 14, we celebrate avery special
day, the 100th anniversary of theNational WildlifeRefuge
System. Back in 1903 President Theodore Roosevelt
established thevery first Nationa Wildlife Refuge (NWR)
when heestablished the Pelican ISand NWR in Florida

Today thereare 540 national wildliferefugesscattered
acrossthe United States. Turnbull NWR, establishedin
1937, will help celebratethisanniversary. We are prepar-
ing atime capsuleto be opened by futurerefuge staff in
theyear 2103. Included in thistime capsulewill be docu-
ments, photos, letters, artwork and other mementos of the
first 66 yearsof Turnbull NWR’sexistence.

Wewill be dedicating thetime capsuleon May 17,
2003, with our specia Centennia celebration. Starting at
9:00a.m.onMay 17 wewill have our annual spring
community tree planting day aswe continuewith our
project to restoreriparian vegetation along Pine Creek
near the Refuge headquarters. You areencouragedtojoin
usin planting, and maintaining the previoudy planted native
treesand shrubs aong the creek.

Thededication of thetime capsulewill occur at 12:15
pm. We are hoping that thisceremony will be attended by
our Pacific Region USFish & Wildlife Service Director,
DaveAllen, dong with representativesfrom our Congress-
man or Senator’soffices. Being dedicated aong with the
timecapsulewill bethe Pine Creek Centennid Legacy
Riparian Project.

After thededicationwe |l behaving aspecia catered
luncheon. If youwould liketo attend the luncheon you will
need to pre-register by calling or stopping by the Refuge
officeand purchasingamea ticket. Luncheonticketsare
for salefor $10.00 each. Meal choicesinclude barbeque
chicken, barbequetri-tip, meatlesslasagnaor eggplant
parmesan. Makeyour check out to Friendsof Turnbull
NWR. Volunteershelping withthetree plantinginthe
morning will havetheir luncheon costscovered by the
Refuge, but they will still haveto pre-register to guarantee
asesat at theluncheon.

(continued on page 5)
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Mindy Howard completed her 11-month AmeriCor ps position at Turnbull this February. Mindy’s contribution
to the Refuge’'s EE program was truly outstanding. Our many thanks to Mindy for making a difference.

Reflections by Melinda Howard (AmeriCorps Service March 25, 2002 — February 25, 2003)
Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge, Environmental Education

Choosing to become an AmeriCorpsvolunteer could quite possibly be one of the best decisions| have made
for mysdlf. | have gained animmeasurableamount of experienceand skillsthat will set mysalf gpart from competitors
inthejob market aswell ashelp me succeed in my career. My service hasalso hel ped meto grow personally and
better understand my future career goal sthrough theinval uablework experiencel havegained. Despitemy own
persona gains, however, my community hasalso received agreat impact through theAmeriCorpsprogram. Inmy
eleven monthsof servicea one, | havereached approximately six thousand children, young adults, and senior citizens,
ingtilling asense of environmentd awarenessinther everyday lives.

Throughout my service, my eyeshave begun to open to the amount of ignorance people have about their
natural surroundingsand caring for theenvironment. This, of course, isthrough no direct fault of their own, but rather
alack of being appropriately educated on environmental concerns. Thisiswhy environmental educationissovitaly
important to our community, for if we have none, our children may someday have no environmenttolivein. It contin-
uesto amaze me how many children have never held abug intheir hands, smelled apineforest, heard coyotescaling

inthenight, or closely examined afeather. It amazesmehow many childrenthink that hunting, not habitat loss, is
wildlife'shbiggest concernfor survival, that predatorsare bad, and that the resourcesthey use and waste have no
effect on theenvironment. Many children are so removed from any outdoor settingsthat visiting Turnbull istheir first
experiencein nature. Sincethefuture health of our environment depends on the knowledge, understanding, and
awarenessof these same children, | fedl that | have made ahuge contribution to society by educating these children,
eventhoughit may not seemlikeit outwardly so. Itisagreat feeling to know that | have made animpact intheyoung
livesof children, whowill inturn makeanimpact onthisearth.

| am very thankful for themany lessons| have received myself through teaching children and adultsalikeand
can only hopethat my effortsto create environmental awarenessinthe community continueto carry forthinthefuture.
| am very satisfied with the outcome of my serviceand feel asense of pridein hel ping to open new doorsin many

people'slives.

(continued from page 4)

The SpokaneAudubon Society
chapter, co sponsoring thelun-
cheon, will have aguest speaker
Andy Stepniewski, author, Yakima
fruit grower and Washington bird
authority. Andy will speak from 2-
3pm. From 3-5pm afternoon tours
and bird walkswill beprovided to
thepublic.

If you are ableto attend our
celebration luncheon, please
contact Turnbull Refuge, phone
number 509-235-4723. If you have
any specia needsyou canlet us
know at that time.

Spring 2003

Walkin’ Jim Soltz is Back

On Thursday, May 1st, at 7:00 pm, the Wild Washington Campaign will
present, in concert, Walkin’ Jim Stoltz, performing “ Forever Wild,” amulti-media
celebration of wilderness. It'saone-of-a-kind program, combining Jim'soriginal
folk-style music (written on hislong, back country treks across America) with
dlides from dual projectors. The Concert will be held at Spokane Falls CC Music
building (No. 15).

Walkin’ Jim has been performing hisunique music for over 25 years, but in
the mid-80’s began combining the songswith his photography. The resulting
concert isapowerful program sharing the magic and inspiration of the wilder-
ness. Having walked through more than 25,000 miles of America’ swild country,
Walkin’ Jim’'s music conveys a great |love and respect for the earth and her
creatures.

Tickets for the show are available at all Tickets West outlets (325-seat) or at
the door the evening of the show. $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for students.

Thisisnot a Friends-sponsored event but thought it would be of interest to
members. For more information, please call the K ettle Range Conservation
Group at 747-1663.



«>,_ Spring Wildlife Observationsat Turnbull NWR
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observed on Philleo Lake, Stubblefield Lake, Long Lakeand the

Turnbull Soughs.

Say’sPhoebesarrived the
third week in February
andthefirst Western
Bluebird was observed
on February 27th.

Say’sPhoebeand

Western M eadowlark

photos by George Jameson

e Riverottershavebeen seenregularly inthePine

by Mike Rule

Biweekly spring waterfowl American Wigeon
mi graﬂ onsurveyswere photo by Luther Goldman
initiated on February 19th.
Severd thousand migrating
duck have been observed
todate. Northern pintail,
canvasbacks, redheads,
Americanwigeonand
lesser scaup, largeflocksof
mallardsarebeginningto
arrive. Largenumbersof
tundraswanshave been

L esser Scaup
photo by Chan Robbins

Overall wetland conditions arelooking
pretty good for this spring’s nesting
season despite last year’s drought and
the mild winter. All the large permanent
lakes are near capcity and recharge from
January rainsis starting to bring up water
levelsinthe smaller isolated potholes.
Killdeer are here and western
meadowlarks can be heard singing every
morning

Lakesand at Swan Pond.
e Severd adult bald eagleshavebeen seenonand The first scabland buttercups were seen in bloom on
around therefuge during the past few weeks. February 25th, aswell asthe first emerging Columbian

ground squirrel, indicating that spring isonitsway.
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Membership Application
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| Friends of Turnbull
Friends of Turnbull NWR
P.O. Box 294

Cheney, WA 99004

“The Friends of Turnbull National Wi ldlife Refuge, a nonprofit organization,
supports the mandate of the refuge to protect and enhance wildlife and their
habitats through education, research, habitat preservation and restoration.”




