




















Refuge volunteers enjoy a break from the busy crowds
(SR)

West Blackhorse Lake EE Shelter

Veteran Conservation Corps and SFCC volunteers
installing the tongue and groove section of the shelter
(SR)

Veterans and students from SFCC have been installing the tongue and groove on the West Blackhorse Lake EE
shelter. Having these volunteers do the bulk of the shelter has helped us out immensely, and the shelter looks
great! The VCC are planning to return in the fall to assist with habitat restoration at the site.

Wildlife Observations

by Mike Rule

Summer finally arrived about a month later
than average. Although the above average snowfall
and wet cool spring has filled all refuge wetlands to
capacity for the first time in over a decade, it also
resulted in a delayed spring migration and breeding
season for many bird species.

All of our surveys; marshbird call response,
point counts, waterfowl breeding pair counts, blue bird
nestbox surveys, and banding supported this observa-
tion. Marshbird surveys indicated a shift in peak call
response intensity towards the last week of our survey.
Rails and bitterns continued to call on territories well
into July.

Our point count surveys found that several
species usually observed only during the early spring
were present well into the nesting season. Willow
flycatchers were at least 2 weeks later than normal.
We have yet to capture an adult flycatcher in reproduc-
tive condition at our banding station. During our first
banding day in June, we captured a hermit thrush,
Townsend’s warbler and MacGillivray’s warbler, all
birds that usually migrate through the refuge by our
first banding date.

Summer 2011

Nest box surveys found that western bluebirds
initiated their first nesting attempt much later than
previous years. The delays experienced are tied into
the availability of food resources and the condition of
nesting habitat. For insect eating birds like bluebirds
and flycatchers, the cool spring and early summer
delayed the emergence of many aquatic and terrestrial
insects.

With all of this water we would have expected
a bad mosquito year. We have yet to experience the
hoards we were sure were waiting for us during our
early morning bird surveys.

Wetland plants such as bulrush, cattail, and
pondweeds were very late in initiating growth as a re-
sult of much deeper water. During waterfowl pair sur-
veys bulrush and cattail were about half as tall as they
normally are, providing little structure for overwater
nesting birds such as the redhead, ruddy duck and
yellow-headed blackbird. No yellow—headed blackbird
or black tern nest, which are typically common, were
found during our surveys. Eared grebe numbers were
also down as a result of the very deep water and lack
of submerged aquatic plants to support nest building.
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The delayed onset of the nesting season may
result in a shortened breeding season and less young
being fledged especially for neotropical migrants.
Although this year has been tough for some species,
long-term benefits are expected as a result of the high
wetland recharge and improved moisture conditions in
uplands that will support abundant growth through-
out the late summer. Stubblefield Lake normally dry
by this time of year is still holding water and should
provide excellent shorebird habitat for this summer’s
southerly migration.

Noteworthy Wildlife Observations.
A peregrine falcon was observed in late May.

An immature sharp-shinned hawk was captured for
the first time at the banding station on June 30. Sharp-
shinned hawks are seldom seen during this time of
year on the refuge.

I don’t know if it had anything to do with weather, but
we have observed an unprecedented number of lark
sparrows this spring.

A group of nearly 100 white pelicans has been using
the Pine Creek Lakes below Refuge Headquarters for
several weeks.

For several weeks now we have only been seeing 2
trumpeter swans on the refuge, a single adult and 1
cygnet who is now in full adult plumage. The where-
abouts of the 3 cygnets from 2009 and the other 3 2010
cygnets is unknown since last seeing them all together
in early April.

Townsend’s Warbler and McGillivary’s Warbler.

Two late arrivals.

Peregrine Falcon

Eared Grebe
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Lark Sparrow
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