


Visitor Service Volunteers Priscilla and Virgil Bowen

recruiting participants for the National Visitor Survey.

(SR)

Youth Waterfowl Hunt
Turnbull partnered with Washington Waterfowl Associa-
tion (WWA) on the refuge’s Youth Waterfowl Hunt. Ref-

uge biologist, Mike Rule, Visitor Services Manager Sandy

Rancourt, Refuge Manager Dan Matiatos, and members

of the WWA Spokane Chapter hosted a workshop for the
youths participating in the hunt. President Thor Ormston
and Tony Abbot instructed youths on setting up a decoy
spread, Chris Reddel on duck calling, Bill Hansen and
Frank Harrigan on safety, and Stacy Jonnes assisted Thor
with preparation. Mike Rule conducted a presentation on
waterfowl identification, and Sandy Rancourt provided a

talk on Turnbull and the National Wildlife Refuge System.

Dan Matiatos conducted the draw for the hunt sites and

VCC Eastern Washington Coordina-
tor Seth Maier instructs the group on
equipment and technique. (SR)

provided a safety reminder. After the workshop, youth and
family members were shown the hunting locations along
Upper Turnbull Slough. The young hunters had a great
time visiting the refuge, and were elated with their new
duck calls donated by WWA.

WWA member Chris Reddel instructs the youths on
duck calling during the workshop. (SR)

West Blackhorse Environmental Education Shelter

Members from the Veterans Conservation Corps have
been diligently working on the construction of the 4th
environmental education shelter at West Blackhorse.
Despite cold temperatures, the veterans completed
another section of tongue and groove roofing in the
late fall.
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Biological Program

Volunteers have played a major roll this fall and winter
in relocating elk collared with radio transmitters as
part of a study on the effects of hunting on elk habitat
use and distribution and their impact on aspen. Volun-
teers associated with Eastern Washington University,
the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Inland North-
west Wildlife Council and the Northwest Sportsmen’s
Club have contributed 100s of hours during some very
cold weather, to triangulate elk positions. Several vol-
unteers also participated with several 24 hour tracking
sessions which involved working through the night.

Environmental Education and Outreach
Welcome Aboard!

Two individuals have joined Turnbull’s Environmental
Education staff this fall. Danny Shay is the refuge’s newest
AmeriCorps member, and Katie Crowley was hired as a
temporary park ranger to assist with the program. Katie
and Danny bring with them backgrounds in the biological
and environmental education sciences and possess great
personalities. Katie, a former refuge Student Conserva-
tion Association intern, has recently returned from a Peace
Corps internship in the Gambia. They have been busy
working with other volunteers and staff facilitating envi-
ronmental education and outreach to nearly 1,000 students
this quarter.

Danny Shay and Katie Crowley practice songs they
wrote for the winter outreach programs, a big hit with
the students! (SR)
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Audubon member and refuge volunteer, Jan Reyn-
olds, has been a tremendous help conducting several
classes. (SR)

Many Thanks

Spokane Audubon Society wrote a grant in support of the
refuge’s Environmental Education program. Writing grants
takes considerable effort, and the refuge was very apprecia-
tive of the time spent on this project for Turnbull. Audu-
bon’s efforts proved successful and the group purchased

10 Wolfe microscopes with funds received from the grant
written by board member Ivan Lines. During the year, our
microscopes are used frequently and sometimes not too
gently by the thousands of students visiting the refuge.
Needless to say, we were in need of some additional micro-
scopes for our aquatic’s program which is a favorite of both
teachers and students.

Spokane Audubon has been an immense help to the refuge
throughout the years, assisting with research and monitor-
ing, environmental education, curriculum development
(Thanks Joyce!) and riparian restoration. We are eternally
grateful for their continuing support.



Wise as an Owl

Last night I heard the owls. Their dueling dialogue
intrigues me. Some cultures believe that the great
horned owls call foretells death. My biological training
tells me that this calling marks a predictable part of the
owl’s love life. Owls begin their breeding season much
earlier than most birds and engage in this mutual call-
ing between December and March. I have even heard
some late blooming great horned owls calling during
May. Northeastern Washington habitats are relatively
rich in owl life with ten species occurring here.

Their calls draw me out. Nocturnal creatures are
harder to study, making them seem mysterious, inac-
cessible. I yearn to see one. I wonder at their ability to
pinpoint prey in total darkness. Some people thought
that the ability to hunt at night gave owls supernatural
powers. The reality is that owls are supremely adapted
for nocturnal life.

Their heads feature adaptations for night life, includ-
ing eyes, ears and feathers. Owl eyes are relatively
large and have more rods than cones in their retinas.
Rods are important for seeing under low light condi-
tions while cones aid in color vision. Forward fac-
ing eyes combined with a flexible neck allow owls a
360-degree field of vision. Their eyes are surrounded
by a frame of contour feathers that resemble a disk.
These feathered disks help collect and direct sound
to their ears, akin to our television satellite dishes.
Owls have an unusually keen sense of hearing in the
bird world. Unlike other birds, they have large ear
openings. These openings are offset from side to side,
enabling them to accurately locate prey.

Their nocturnal stealth is aided by their soft-edged
feathers. While the leading edge of most birds first
flight feather is smooth, owl feather edges are gen-
erally soft, particularly the body feathers. An owl’s
first flight feather or primary is serrated on the lead-
ing edge allowing them to fly silently. This softened
edge eliminates the noise made by air flowing over a
smooth surface.

Myths and legends associated with owls are rich and
sometimes contradictory. While some cultures viewed
owls as positive, others considered them a negative

by Lisa Langelier

influence. The Greek goddess of wisdom, Athene, was
symbolized by an owl, as was the Roman goddess of
prophetic wisdom, Minerva. Owls accompanied the
prophets and alchemists in Europe during the Middle
Ages. Greek mythology linked owls with fertility,
success, and death. They were protectors from fire,
thunder, and lightning. In contrast, early Christians
viewed owls as symbols of evil. Their haunting call,
predatory skill, and association with darkness linked
them to what was believed bad. Italy, Germany, China,
and Russia have lore relaying that the call of an owl
predicts death. Some believed that an owl carried away
a dead person’s soul.

During the day, I look for clues that the owl has been
here. Sometimes crows may give away an owl’s day-
time roost. Or perhaps they left a pellet under a vacant
roost tree. These pellets include the bone-filled furry
remains of prior meals - perhaps a mouse swallowed
head first and whole. If I got really lucky, I might even
see an owlet branching out from its nest. After hatch-
ing, these young downy-covered owls spend between
nine and ten weeks preparing to fly.

Letting the dogs out for their final airing, I hear it
again: four deep resonant hoots, followed by six that
are higher pitched and in another location. All ears, I
savor the great horned owls’ nocturnal nuptials.

PGC Photo/Hal Karber
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FRIENDS OF TURNBULL
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

Fourth Annual

Environmental Education
Benefit Auction

March 27, 2011
Sunday afternoon from
1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Live and Silent Auctions
featuring works by famous local wildlife
photographers and artists

Tickets: Lincoln Center Delicious pasta buffet
$25 for members Monroe Ballroom No host bar
$30 for non-members 1316 North Lincoln

Spokane, Washington

For further information contact
Joanne Powell at 509-999-2090 /jopowell39@aol.com OR Louise O’Leary at 509-979-8946
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Department of the Interior

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service N EWS

Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge

26010 S. Smith Road

Cheney, WA 99004 R E L E AS E
Phone: 509/235-4723

Fax:  509/235-4703

Help Us Celebrate International Migratory Bird Day
Turnbull NWR Community Work Party

Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge and Spokane Audubon Society will host a community work party on Satur-
day, May 14, 2011. This is part of an on going community effort to restore native riparian habitat to benefit birds
and other wildlife species. We have hundreds of native saplings to plant, and fencing to build at the project site
to protect the trees from deer, elk, and moose browsing. Everyone is welcome!

Attention Groups: Please call in advance to register. It helps us in our planning if we know how many are
coming. The Refuge will also host a “potluck™ lunch. Discovery School will be providing
hamburgers. Please feel free to bring your favorite dish. Ask for Sandy.

When: May 14, 2011.

Planting Time: 9 amto 12 p.m.

Lunch: Potluck 12 p.m.

Where: Turnbull NWR Headquarters, 5 miles south of Cheney on
Cheney-Plaza Road: turn left on Smith Road and drive 2
miles on gravel road to headquarters.

Clothing: Long-sleeved shirt, work pants, sturdy boots or shoes, gloves.

Equipment: (If you can) shovels and pliers.

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and enhance fish,
wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a leader and
trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and
natural resources, dedicated professionals and commitment to public service. For more information on our
work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov.

11 Winter 2010



DWmA
Z
E
a
5
=
[
]
2]
o
=
8
=
&

P.O. Box 294

Cheney, WA 99004

The Friends of Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge, a

nonprofit organization, supports the mandate of the

refuge to protect and enhance wildlife and their habitats
through education, research, habitat preservation and

restoration.

Got email? Add it to your membership form for quick activity updates!
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